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Meetings held in the Administrative 
Building at the School of Mines, 
Lydiard St. Sth. first Friday of 
each month at 8 p.m. 


MEETING: 2nd February: Member's Night. Various subjects. 
MEETING; 2nd March: Annual Meeting. 

EXCURSION: 4th February: Angair Region, Leader Miss M, 
White, Leaving Crocker's at 9.30 asm. Lunch at 
"Angahook"., No barbeques. Viewing fossils, lava flow, 
caves, Shoreline plants, bark hut and Aireys Inlet Reef. 


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: 


WVFNCA Camp-Out Hall's SEIS 27th - 29th April. Hosts 
Stawell F.N.C. 


August Camp-Out Sunraysia F.N. Trust. 


WVFNCA Camp-Out at Nelson. 12 - 14th October. Hosts 
Portland F.N.C. 


ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS: Members: are reminded that — 
under our constitution written nominations, including 
seconder, for all vacant positions on the executive 
committee should be given to the Secretary by the end 
of the February meeting. Committee consists of 10 
members, including EECA Vice-President, Secretary 
and Treasurer, 


CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEES are due at tlie Annual Meeting. 


EXCURSION/NEWS SHEET: Would any member or friend who 
would like the News Sheet posted to them a few days 
before the meetings, please let Mrs. B, Gray, 501 Ligar 
St. Ballarat 3350, have $2.20, to cover postage for the 
eleven issues for the year? The donation box on the 
table helps with the cost of news sheet production. All 
contributions gratefully received. 


REPORT NiCEMBER MEETING F.N.C. BALLARAT, 
ee A AL 


Mr, Peter Skilbeck was our guest speaker at the 
December meeting. He spoke about his own Place, his 
work and planting natives in general. Peter has about 
30 acres with a variety of soils. The natural growth 
on the block, which has about 3 acres of bush, is Manna 
Gums, Candle Barks, Messmates, Swamp Gums and Broad 
Leaved Peppermints. The early plantings were not a 
great success. Cultivation is the key to successful 
plantings and so far those who would have successful 
natives cultivate first. With little water on the block 
natives were the choice; most of our natural bush is dry, 
therefore no watering is the answer. Of course, Peter 
works in forestry, this also helped. 


With some 650 Species, some are as close as a 
foot apart, and mostly dry area plants. Drainage is 
essential; improving the soil by digging in grass, ashes 
etc., this rots down and provides valuable compost. The 
C.R.B, cultivates the soil for 2 years. 


Rabbits became a pest and "1080" was used effect-~ 
ively, also netting. Peter wus Surprised at the orchids 
that appeared. Cats are also out; most native plants 
that flower are popular with birds. 


Peter has experimented a bit with close group 
planting, some plants have different colors and forms. 
This was a most informative talk and those of you wio 
plant or want to plant natives should follow Peter's 


rules, 


— 


Rules to follow- Fence the area, Cultivate the soil. 
Dig in grass, leaves, charcoal etc, See that it is 
well drained. Keep the pests off. Plant at any time 
except midewinter. Landscape naturally. You can plant 
in collections. You can experiment. You can plant rare 
plants. The rewards are a unique garden with birds 
freely nesting and visiting. Note- Rare plants and 
orchids are protected, apply to the forestry for permit 
for cuttings and seeds, where to get plants- Special- 
ised nurseries, Creswick and Wail Forest Nurseries - 
and good luck to your veiture. 

L. Fink. 


CHRISTMAS BREAK-UP: The Annual Christmas Break-up | 
was held at the property of Mr. Peter Skilbeck, 
"Chiloglottis", Dean. After reading Lindsay's report 
on Peter's garden, one can imagine the rewarding after-~ 
noon members spent wandering around admiring the many 
plants. A most enjoyable time was had by all who 
attended. B.C, 


MAJOR MITCHELL PLATEAU CAMP-OUT: 11/12th November 1978. 


On Saturday 11th November we set off to the ist 
Wannon Creek, led by Edwin Bedggood. Many koalas were 
seen. We walked with the younger set on the first 
stage of their hike over the top of the Plateau. We 
saw Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo, Gang~gang Cockatoo, 
Sacred Kingfisher, Yellow-winged Honeyeater, Fantail 
Cuckoo, Eastern Spinebill, Spotted Pardalote and Little 
Wrens. Also a Marbled Skink was well admired and 
photographed. We, a. party of five, made camp on the 
Mafeking Corner, a very lovely spot. “At 7.30 pom. 

Greg and Russell Creek were returning to Ballarat and 
let us know the others of the pa:ty had reached the top. 


Next morning was wet, and Marearet and Martin 
Rotheram came to join us. We set off for a cold wet 
climb to meet the otners. It was very interesting to 


‘see enormous numbers of moths in the crevices of the 
i 2 
a 


rocks on the path. We met the others at about 12 
noon, one hour before our meeting time. The clouds 
lifted and we had a beautiful view of the mountains, 
all the way down. Some of the flowers seen. were 
Hairy Correa, Orange Bell-climber, Holly Grevillea, 
Apple Berry, Bearded Orchid, Hooded Orchid, Boronia 
nana, 
“: Thanks are due to Martin for going ahead and 
finding the tracks, as they are very overgrown. Also 
to Greg and Russell, for helping the others on 


Saturday. , 
Edna Fry. 


Six of us left the other party approximately a 
third of the way up the track to the Plateau. We 
went on up the track, which was completely overgrown. 
To go forward we had to push through practically 
solid masses of prickly wattles,. When we stood at the 
bottom of the gully and looked up the impressively 
steep slope (covered in more wattle) it seemed 
impossible that we should ever reach the top, but we 
eventually did. We went straight up a scree slope, 
which was hair-raising because the rocks and stones 
were very loose, and slid about as we climbed, but 
after pushing through more wattle and finally clamber- 
ing up a face of rocks, we were at last on the Plateau, 
Russell and Greg left us there and went back. We heard 
later that what took us approximately 2 hours to climb 
up took them about 3 an hour to climb down! 


Bad weather was blowing in from the west as we 
tried to find somewhere to camp, wliicii was very 
difficult as the grouiid was so marshy. At 4 asm. it 
started to rain. When it was light enough we looked 
out our tents, and it was raining, hailing and cold. 
Eventually the rain stopped a bit, we packed up our 
camp and set off, In the first three steps we were 
soaked through, except Edwin, who was wearing a plastic 
suit (which however couldn't take the pace and fell 
apart before we reached Mafeking Road.) We were 
wondering how we could Possibly meet the others in such 


bad conditions, because the fog made it difficult to 
see what part of the Plateau we were on. On the track 
we found a small shrimp, and then later in some mud we 
Saw footprints, We 'coo-eed'! a bit, but no one 
answered, and then it snowed, so we trekked on. Edwin 
became quite confident that we were in the right place, 
so we followed him across another ridge, and then, to 
our great relief, Martin Rotheram loomed out of the fog. 
The rest of the party were just behiiid him, 


we lit a fire for Lunch and toasied ourselves to 
dry out. When the weather cleared the walk down to 
Mafeking Road was like heaven, because we had a clear 
track. We arrived back at Mafeking Road late in the 
afternoon, after a very enjoyable, if wet, weekend, 


Edith Fry. 


ANTARTICA 


The vastness of the Antartic Continent is over- 
whelming when one can view it at 3,000 m. and see ona 
map the small portion viewed in 2 hours from a Jumbo 
747. The pack ice was starting to break up and it and 
the icebergs looked very innocent from this height, 


Antarctica is the world's highest continent (mean 
elevation approx. 2220 m. - Asia the mean elevation is 
914 m.) Without ice it is estimated at 450m. 95% of 
the total area of 14,200,00 kms. is covered by 90% of 
the world's ice and snow and would raise the sea level 
by 76 m. if it melted! 


Mt. Erebus 1140 m. on Ross Is. iS the only active 
volcano. U:fortunately tiie weather did not permit 
viewing this area around McMurdo Sound, for which we 


had hoped, 


Around the coast the temperature varies from Oc 
to -20c with a record of -88c recorded at a Russian 


tation, 
s | 5 


Our flight took us from Cape Hudson, over the 
Admiralty Range to Cape Washington and return over the 
Ross Sea via eantman is. and Cape Adare thei back to 
Australia. Cape Adare was the site of the.first build- 
ing erected in Antartica in 1898 and still stands today. 


No wildlife could be seen from the plane. There 
are, however, 16 species of birds known to breed on the 
Coutinent including 4 ben uin species - bimjperor, Adéiie, 
Chinstrap and Gentoo, The Emperor penguin is unusual 
in that it breeds on the ice duritis winter. Gther birds 
include the Skua and Petrels ranging in size. from the 
Giant Petrel with a wingspan over 24 m. to the Wilson's 
Storm Petrel, smaller than a house sparrow. These two 
birds migrate each year, but some,notably the Snow 
Petrel and Antartic Petrel never leave the pack ice zone, 


Potts species of seal breed on the ice = the Crab- 
eater, (most numerous species in the world) Weddell, 
Leopard and Ross seals, Fur and Elephant seals are 
found around the Antartic Peninsular and on the Islands, 
The Weddell seal spends the year close to the Continent 
and in winter gains access to the sea by maintaining an. 
ice hole. 


The seas are rich in food for these animals, 
compensating for lack of sufficient food on the Land, 
The most important zooplankton is Euphausia superba 
(krill). It is central in the food chain and is the 
food of Bulleen Whales, Crabeater Seals, Leopard Seals, 
Seabirds, Fishes and Squids, and by weight there are 
more krill than the total tonnage of fish caught for 
human. SASUMD ALO DE 


The barren areas su:-port an impoverished biota of 
mosses, lichens, algae, fungi, bacteria and invertebrate 
animals such as mites, rotifers, nematodes aad tardi- 
grades. Springtails are the largest invertebrates and 
there are no true vertebrate land animals. A grass and 
pearlwort are the only flowering plants and are found 
on the northern end of the Antartic Peninsular. 

(Some extractions from information supplied on the flight). 


Line Burges 


OBSERVATIONS FROM THE OTWAYS. 
et 


New Year's Eve is often a time when TI put my 
head under the blankets trying to forget those tiings 
I "have left undone" in the past year and that are 
still waiting inexorably to be done in the new year. 
However this year the change from old to new was a 
very different occasion - unusual and memorable. 


Martin and I were asked to a party arranged by a 
local environment group at a farmhouse up the Barham 
River Valley. Towards midnignt we set off along stony 
roads and paths to a neighbouring property. As we 
stumbled through the tall Otway forest and fern glades, 
torches were kept to a minimum so our eyes would be- 
come accustomed to the deep darkness. We turned into 
a steep private driveway cut into the side of a hill 
with a high embankment on one side and a fern gully 
on the other. : 

Lights began to twinkle through the foliage as 
if we were seeing the distant &low of a big city 
through the trees. As we rounded a bend the whole 
embankment was festooned with myriads of tiny lights 
from hundreds, possibly thousands, of glow-worms,. 

More lights glimmered and twinkled mysteriously from 
the depths of the ferns in a scene we could only 
describe as "fairyland". It is amazing that so much 
light and such enchanting effects can be created by 
such insignificant little grubs - tiny semi-transparent 
grey things less than 1 em long, 


Apparently they caiunot always be guaranteed to 
"switen on, but this nigit they were at their best, 
Their beauty provided a na sical ending to the old year- 
"Darty lights" we will nevér forget. 


A ame cet eh I ee TY HN SLE MEE Hf nee nh mt en 


Near the Wild Dog Creek we have had good sight- 
ings of a White Goshawk. This handsome bird is pure 
white, with strong yellow talons, black and yellow 
bill. He is equally beautiful perched or in flight 


with primaries extended, The White Goshawk is Listed 
aS rare, but is 'moderately common! in the Otways. 
Although it has been regarded as a white phase of the 
Grey Goshawk, according to local naturalists I under- 
stand it is now being recognised as a distinct species. 


AS we were wallcing Bow Rocics near skene's Creek, 
Martin noticed a black shape some distance out to sea ~- 
which proved to be a swan! Cur first thougt wes that _ 
it might bo injured, but with the winds, d¢urrent and 
paddle-power it was making very zood speed along tie 
coast. Feeding problems excepted, we could sew no 
reason why a swan should not go for an ocean cruise 
. along the south coast if it felt so minded, but it 
certainly looked strange riding the swells out beyond 
the pounding surf on a very rocky coastline, We were 
unable to keep up with it. When last seen it was still 
heading on a M§eadline for the rugged cliffs of Cape 
Patten. = 


PO EL CE OR OE ORY OT OS EN NE RO OD OR Oe GR Om Ta 


Washed up at Crayfish Bay on Cape Otway we found 
a big dolphin. It seemed to have been speared, though 
the puncture marks could have been made by the later 
depredation of birds. Some seagulis, with a strangely 
apologetic look, were finding its demise a buik feast. 
fts presence also seemed to be causing much excitement 
to a pair of hyperactive Hooded Dotterels. Although I 
didn't see them feeding at the carcase they were clearly 
hanging around in a fever of some.anticipation, perhaps 
for the associated insects? , 

‘ : M,. Rotheram,. 


Slee elated eo 


EDITOR'S NOTE: 1 Sincerely thank ail those whc have 
contributed articles and wri:iten for the News Sheet over 
the past year. It has been a wonderful and necessary 
help to me. Please keep up the good work, — at et 
If anyoue would like the task of "Editor", I would 
happily pass it on! ei esate : 
: J eat B. Gray. 
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